Local Landmark
City of Auburn Designation Application
| For Staff Use Only I

gBuilding l:l Site D District Approval Date
/

Structure D Object |:] Multiple Property

[ 1. NAME AND LOCATION OF PROPERTY |

Historic Name The 0l Haonsem b”l]d'!ﬂ\s ldfﬂ\ ])g!r# ng]“gtg of Emlmam Auburn
N WNer ks Jne | Doy \G Trond fer The

Other names/site number (0O 32391 |

Address _ Q207 Cental Ave
Historic address (7 Central Ave

2. PROPERTY OWNER(S) NAME AND ADDRESS

Name _Mewv.ex - Forp Auto Cenber Inc

Streetand number ({00 E. &v

City Auburn State N\E Zip 1KY A0S

Phone (H) 4p2-27Y4- 3l (W) Lox-403Z11-2210 Email angy eldmeterenrporu ter. Lomn

(3. NOMINATION PREPARED BY |
Name/title  Alli0 MOZer

Organization _Pory Stake, Colled e,

Street and number  (x(}0) Hm.“’ Streer—

cty Perin state  NE zip (oBH2 |

Phone GOO-"T742-HHlZ Email _aDMOser @ compus . peru edu

Date prepared - 1313 signature _ (R8O Y At




Name of Property Mb\ﬁa‘r‘ﬁ&‘“{) Avlo L%’H’)r,. e

| 4. NUMBER OF RESOURCES WITHIN PROPERTY ]
Contributing Nen Contributing Contributing resources previously listed on the
Buildings National Register or Local Register
g Sites Koo e
Structures
Objects
Total

[ 5. GEOGRAPHIC DATA

Acreage of property \e,ss H{\Qn \.

Property identification number Kgll (')() 32)0\ \ \

| 6. BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION AND JUSTIFICATION |
Describe boundary line encompassing all man-made and natural resources to be included in designation (general
legal description or survey}. Attach map delimiting proposed boundary. {Use continuation sheet If necessary)

Tis bwilding s owned by MeyU-Earp AWl Center, ine g 16 located

ON o TN, 2,2 4 on Lol Ave. Titre 15\ uilding on et property
Thar Wos yviginally conshrucked ovound 1882, 1+ isYiocaked in
Awourn  Sdnoot” Distatk, neanborhood 1135, TThe ok size is

\0,000 ~ 20,000 sguave Seek UY,000 #2); width 100 £+, deprin [H0H,

[ 7. FUNCTION OR USE |

Historic Functions Current Functions

\deol Doiry Produtks o0& Aubgvp Mot used for busines - -5}'W‘0L%’L

Alour a WO e WD VES - Teirm

| 8. DESCRIPTION

Architectural Classification Materials
level Topagraplw Conurtte, foundabon
Bﬁ'r_é

Narrative Description

On one or more continuation sheets describe the historic and existing condition of the property.
lllustrate the following information: original location and setting; natural features; pre-historic man-
made features; subdivision design; description of surrounding buildings; major alterations and present
appearance; interior appearance.
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Name of Property  N\enex - Eae  Auto

Center \nc.

| 9, STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Criteria for Significance
{mark one or more boxes for the appropriate criteria)

ﬁl) Historical importance or
ultural significance, or association
with a significant person

D {2) Architectural and engineering
importance

Mm Geographic importance

|___] (4} Archeological importance

Narrative Statement of Significance

Area(s) of Significance

(See Attachment A for list of categories)

Period of Significance
Fist conshrutted 1862 . wes hoel
0 . 18972 NG
e Wi g non
businesses.
Significant Dates

1882, V20 1947 {fulouva Machme

Wovks) 1913 1972

Significant Person(s)

Chos Nixon (huildrr:)l Schmidt ?O\W'l\l\“

v i\ nien

Cultural Affiliation/Historic Period
locoted ok hed ob dowwniown,

1K 0w
Ranlyood
Builder

Consrwcted  os part of Hhe

Powue and Nivon AddiYion in

Mulouva

Architect

Explain the significance of the property as it relates to the above criteria and information on one or
more continuation sheets. Include biographical data on significant person(s), builder, and architect, if

known.

| 10. MAIJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on ane or more continuation

sheets.
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ATTACHMENT A - Areas of Significance for Local Landmark Designation

A particular site, structure, or area may be designated for preservation as a landmark or
historical district if it has:

(1} Historical importance or cultural significance, or association with a significant person
» Historical importance or cultural significance, interest or value as part of the
development, history, heritage or culture of the City, state or nation;
¢ Associated with the life of a person significant in the past;
e Site of an historic event, or exemplifies the cultural, political, economic, educational,
social or historic heritage of the community;

(2) Architectural and engineering importance

¢ Architectural and engineering importance, portraying the historical setting or
environment of a distinctive characteristic of an architectural or engineering type,
period, style, or method of construction;

e Work of a resident, builder or designer whose individual work is significant in the
development of the City;

e Contains elements of design, detail, materials or craftsmanship of distinctive quality, or
which represents a significant innovation;

{3) Geographicimportance
¢ Geographic importance, by being a part of or related to a city center, park or other
distinctive area, which should be developed or preserved according to a plan based on a
historic, cultural or architectural motif;
e Owing to its unique location or singular physical characteristic, represents an
established and familiar visual feature of a neighborhood, community, or the City; or

{4) Archeological importance has yielded or is likely to yield information regarding the history
of the area prior to the establishment of the City.



According to the deed records at the Nemaha County Clerk’s Office, the Meyer
Earp Auto Inc. building was built in 1882 by Chas D. Nixon. This building, now
affectionately called the “Old Hansen Building”, was built as part of the Howe and Nixon
Addition to the town of Auburn. Edna Bachle (a citizen of Auburn) told me that in 1893
the building was a hotel called the Talmage House; and for fun there was efrgé;gplayed
there. Also according to the deed records at the Nemaha County Clerk’s Office, the
building was owned for a short period of time by the Burlington Railroad in 1909 and
then changed hands in 1920 from the Nemaha County Agricultural Fair and Driving Park
Association to Barton C. Howe, et. al. In 1920 the building was used as a car dealership,
most likely until 1936 when it was sold to Ideal Dairy Products Company of Auburn.

The building was then sold from Fred J. and Golda G. Schmidt to Auburn
Machine Works Inc. where it produced farm machinery in 1947. Auburn Machine
Works Inc. then sold the building to the Darling family in 1955 where it became Darling
Transfer Inc.; Darling Transfer Inc. dispatched trucks from this building until it was sold
to B. Hal and Orlah Marie Hansen on September 14, 1972 for the amount of $1.00 and
other good and valuable consideration. In 1985 a corporate quit claim deed was
administered from the Nemaha County Fair and Livestock Association to the Nemaha
County Agricultural Association. In 2006 the Hansen Building was bought by 5500 “L”
Street Properties and eventually sold to the current owner, Meyer-Earp Auto Center, Inc,
on May 3, 2010.

In 1920 the building was remodeled when it becamne a car dealership, but the
building has been on lots 1, 2, 3, and 4 of Central Avenue since it was originally built.
The building measures 14,000 square feet, but besides this not much is known about the
architecture of the building. I could not locate any floor plans and the owner did not
know much about the building itself.

Criteria for Significance:

A downtown district representing a town's growth as the commercial focus of the

surrounding agricultural area.

1. Historical importance or cultural significance

This building was first constructed in 1882. According to Edna Bachle, it
was briefly a hotel in 1893, called the Talmage House, which included a
crochet field. Then in 1909 it was purchased by the Burlington Railroad.
I am not sure what it was used for during this time, but the building of the
railroad was a very significant point in the history of Nebraska and the
whole entire nation. The building of the railroad not only brought new



industry to the city of Auburn, but also brought diverse cultures to the
town because travel was more accessible.
The original deed to the building was under the name of Chas Nixon. The
Howe and Nixon Addition to the city of Auburn was just being developed
at this point.

2. Geographic importance
The Meyer-Earp Auto Center Inc. building is located in the heart of
downtown Auburn on Central Avenue. It is on the comer of Central
Avenue and H Street. This area of town is where many businesses have
thrived and survived during the growth of Auburn. And, although this
building is not currently being used for anything, many different
businesses have had the opportunity to buy and use this building. The
building has a unique look to it; its large windows and garage give it an
open feel, and the old cars being stored inside of it give it a classic old-
time feel.






Resources
Interview with Edna Bachle.
Nemaha County Clerk’s Office — Deed records.

Nemaha County Assessor’s Office.



807 Central Ave. 13
Meyer-Earp Auto Center :

e Lots 1, 2, 3, 4 on Central Avenue.

e Sometimes referred to as the “Old Hansen
Building”.

e Located on the corner of Central Avenue and

H Street, on the south side of the street, on
the east side of The Cleaners building.

e Builtin 1882 by Chas D. Nixon as part of the
Howe and Nixon Addition to Auburn.



807 Central Ave. St
Meyer-Earp Auto Center

e For a brief time in 1893 it was a hotel called
the Talmage House.

e In 1909 briefly owned by the Burlington
Railroad.

e Became a car dealership in 1920.

e Then became Ideal Dairy Products Company
of Auburn in 1936.



807 Central Ave.
Meyer-Earp Auto Center

e 1947 manufactured farm machinery as
Auburn Machine Works.

e Began dispatching trucks as Darling Transfer
Inc. in 1955.

e \Was owned by B. Hal and Orlah Marie
Hansen in 1972 until 2006, and eventually
sold to the current owner in 2010.



HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY FORM
STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE

Identification & Location
Common / Present Name Me-eu - Eonro Auvo Center \nc.

Historic Name _ The, Old Hansen P)U\\dt o

{The name(s) historically used or associated with the property Eﬁfmg its period of significance. Examples: The Kennard-Ferguson
House, John G. Neihardt Study, Freeman Homestead and School, Elijah Filley Stone Barn, Fairview.)

Address %07 Centrol Au-e

- 2010

City / Town__ Aubhuvn County nlornolne e
Legal Description: If the abstract is unavailable, please contact your County Register of Deeds to obtain a 8
complete legal description.

Urban _X_Lot(s) Block Plat Addition

Rural V4 Section _ Y% Section Section Township Range

Other Legal

Ownership / Biographical
Current Owner Name Mf,\!e,r-— Earg Auro Cenver \nc.

Ot\oh Honstn Q72— 2
So00 "Lt Streek Propertes 2000

Address {100 £ S City _Aulaurn State NE Zip 0205
Phone Number{s) Email -0
Original Owner_Chis  Nixon - 6\‘\(\!‘1-1\4 Bur\mnhm Railyod Date(s) \g§2 &
Subsequent Owners_Porton O towe (erhal) Date(s) _1220 -1933 3
Emimet ond Lov Vetu, andrews |, \eal Dairy Pendutks (o-  Date(s) 1923 — 1434 e
Fred Sthenidk Get.a ) Date(s) _1037 — o) S
Use of Property ~V2u'0 Mathiae \WNovks 1947~ 19b3 , Floren Dmrhr@ (2t .al) ED%I ;l;mbgéﬁggz
Original use(s) Nemoha Coynty Fic and Drving Date(s) _\ 862

~J

Subsequent (s) D&\V% qud“ % fovm ggugggm;:mgmgggghmg%a Date(s) 1420 - \4%5
Current usg{l S"E}\ B e (Shornge) Date(s) p\rew}(\\-
Construction Information

Significant dates (construction, alterations, etc.)_Buil: in 188 2. COnErudion 1 1920 when
DAONe co dealenthip
Architect / Engineer / Firm Name(s) }5

Builder / Contractor / Craftsman_ (N0 Al1¥%on
Do site plans, architectural drawings or other historic materials (e.g. photographs) exist? I:?\Ves OO Ne
If yes, describe. Deed retords ewxisk

In whose possession? Counh! Crext§ OFfice. - Courthtyst Are they available for copy? K.YES ONo

Form submitted by O _owner — same as above

Name _ARbit Moscr Company / Organization__Peru Stove (oleae
Address _ 00D HU\}%’ Sreel City Poxu State NE  zip g2\
Phone Number(s) 200~ 742-412 Email_qlomosr@connpus., perut. edu

Please check if public knowledge of this property would endanger its protection. [



HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY FORM
STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE

Type / Condition
Property Condition: (check one) %Excellent [0 Good [ Fair [ Poor
Category: (Enter the number in the respective category for all that apply)

\ Buildings: A building is a shelter for any form of human activity, such as a house, bam, church, hotel,
general store, or factory.

Q Structures: A structure, such as a bridge, canal, il well, kiln, or radio tower, is a construction for
purposes other than sheltering human activity.

0 Objects: An object is a small construction, such as a statue, monument, sign, or fountain. An object

can also be a previously movable item which has been fixed in place for 50 years or longer, such
as a locomotive.

Sites/Landscapes: A site is the location of a significant event or activity, such as a park, cemetery,
mine, trail, battlefield, or a pre-historic settlement.

Is there any archaeological potential (e.g. Native American artifacts, early homestead, privies)? []Yes %‘O
If yes, please describe:

Has the property been altered since its original construction? (additions / modifications) mes CNo

If yes, please describe changes:
14200 - Cow deslersinip

Has the property been moved since its original construction? OYes E(NO If yes, complete the following:
Original location {address and legal description, if known):
Reason for move:

Architectural / Landscape Data

Building / Structure / Object Information (Please check all that apply)

Foundation Structural Support Exterior Walls Windows Roof
[ Brick [J Baled Hay [CAluminum Siding [JDouble Hung Sash  [JAsphalt Shingle
] Concrete Block 7] Concrete Block Asbestos [ Single Hung Sash CAsphalt Roll
Concrete Slab 7] Concrete Framed |K]Brick [JCasement JBuilt-up
Concrete Poured  [[] Concrete Poured [ICeramic CJFixed [CJCeramic Tile
[] stone [l Frame — Wood OConcrete CReplacement Cmetal
I None - on earth [ Frame — Metal/Steel [ JHorizontal wood siding  [[] Aluminum Oslate
J Unknown [l Brick — Load Bearing [JLog 0 Viny! CJwood Shingle
O other [[] Stone — Load Bearing [JMetal [CIStained Glass CIone — N/A
0] Puddled Clay [JShingles — Asphalt [JJalousie Other L n¥ (M
] Rammed Earth [JShingles — Wood [JRibbon
Sod [CJEngineered Siding [[IGlass Block
Unknown [Plywood MNonern\knng
T Other [Josse [C]Other
[CIFiberboard
[CJFiber Cement
CJstone
OStucco
[Clvertical wood siding
JVinyl Siding
[Clother
Height Chimney Porch{es)
Stories, [ I Brick LiStove Pipe Arcade L Portico
] ‘Below Ground [ Concrete Block Csiding [ Balcony O Verandah
CIN/A [0 Stuccoed Masonry _[INone [C1Porte-Cochere Wrap-around
[ Other [C] Stone MUnknown [l Recessed None

Cother. [T Stoop Tother



HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY FORM

Description of Features
For the following three items, attach additional sheets if necessary.

Describe other distinguishing exterior features; for example, spindlework, doors, or unique windows.

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE

This b‘”“d'ﬂ hos on &\l broe
QOrAAL \e
\Q55 doo‘r 1o anter +he bul

douy \with ma«\i
a

lrenor, On the fronk yYhers v o
windows on ¥, Te the 208- a SW\S\:&,
Further Yo Yoo, eost are 2

He, CGronty of ‘Hn@ bwiding . Then
oA

double pant wwindows g
\O‘T&b P e Q&&&- are Y more \o\rare)

3\053 c\b()f The windows
and cm\ TSI 'Y be Ceen as O

vIndows o

NG o NITIYNIRUN R oY D \C)\.A\\dirlrj;
\g\uou c,ardealmh

Abovl tHhe

ub\ 0ess.

e door {5 o vatont 58n

hansm\ok MBS hve\\’ woed for the provioys

Describe interior rooms, spaces, and details; for example, mezzanines, lobbies, flooring, light fixtures,
fireplaces, or woodwork. Keying information to building plans is welcomed.

No Carpthng on inengr Aloorsy some pe of hard Qloom\
Fairly Oﬁwf\? spaces for \Db\mej whmwen’remd Jr‘vwoug

ord .

Describe the landscape and setting. For an individual building, describe immediate surroundings and
landscape features. For farmsteads or rural complexes, describe each building and their relation to other
buildings and their surroundings. For urban structures or parks, describe the surrounding street(s) or

commercial area(s).
Individual \ou'\\dmg-. \owared o B0l Centmo! Ave . 1t is anv ot

corevar o Conrrod Avorne ond H Streed. On the west side of

e butlding 1 \otared Yhe CUeoness bu:\dlz\g whivh (S Y dry
Cleoyvess . é h+ ouhside of ¥he doow opyo paryng Spoit - cn\7
ovoilable 1o~ parg in oulside the hours of Eom- Lpm
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SITE PLAWN - POMINTOWN AVBUERN
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809 (813) Central Ave.
The Cleaners

e Lots 5, 6, 7 on Central Avenue.

e Located on the south side of Central Avenue,

in between the Old Hansen Building and

NAPA Bulldog Auto Parts.

e Original building located on lot 5 and built in
1895 by Church Howe and Charles D. Nixon.



809 (813) Central Ave. -
The Cleaners :

e 1933 was supposed to be a paint and
wallpaper store, but that never materialized.

e Became dry cleaners in 1941 and has been
that ever since.

e \Was bought by current owners, Dale and
Suzzy Thomas in 1994.



809 (813) Central Ave. 14

The Cleaners -

e In 2007 the building caught fire and was
burned to the ground.

e Owners bought the 2 adjacent lots (lots 6 and
7; one being an office supply store) and tore
down the buildings on them.

e Rebuilt the current building on lots 5, 6, and 7



