
City of Auburn Backyard Chicken License 

Date:___________________________   License#:_________________________ 

Owner Name:________________________________________________________________________ 

Address:____________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone Number:______________________________________________________________________ 

In Full Payment of City License for Year Ending____________________________________________ 

Fee$10.00      _________________________________ 

       City Administration 

The keeping of hens and hen bantams in residential districts on property consisting of a single-family dwelling is allowed, subject 

to the following. 

 

1. Any person who keeps hens or bantams in the City of Auburn shall obtain a license from the city prior to acquiring the hens or 

bantams.  Application shall be made to City Hall, and the fee for the license shall be ten dollars ($10.00). 

2.    Licenses are valid for the calendar year and shall expire and become invalid on December 31st at the end of the calendar year       

 after the date of issuance; prorating the fee is not allowed.  A person who wishes to continue keeping hens or hen bantams 

 shall have obtained a new license on or before January 1st.  Application for a new license shall be pursuant to the a 

 administrative procedures and requirements that are applicable at the time the person applies for a new license.  

3.    A person who keeps or houses hens or bantams on her/his property shall comply with the following requirements:  

a. No more than four (4) hens and/or hen bantams may be kept on any one (1) single-family residence.  
b. The principal use of the property shall be a single-family dwelling, and the license applicant shall be the owner of the property.  
c. No person shall keep any rooster or a chicken which has developed the rooster-like quality of crowing or making crow-

ing-like sounds. 
d. No person shall slaughter chickens. 
e. The chickens shall be provided with a covered, secure, predator-proof enclosure or coop (hereinafter, “chicken enclosure”) that 

is well-ventilated and designed to be easily accessed for cleaning. Chickens must be kept in the chicken enclosure at all times. 
Such chicken enclosure shall contain at least four (4) square feet of floor area per chicken, and the chicken enclosure shall pro-
vide at least ten (10) square feet of open area per chicken; no chicken enclosure shall exceed one hundred twenty (120) square 
feet of floor area or exceed seven (7) feet in height. 

f. A person shall not keep chickens in any location on the property other than in the chicken enclosure in the rear yard. For pur-
poses of this section “rear yard” means that portion of the lot enclosed by the property’s rear lot line and the side lot lines to the 
points where the side lot lines intersect with an imaginary line established by the rear of the dwelling and extending to the side 
boundary line. 

g. No chicken enclosure shall be located closer than ten (10) feet to any property line of an adjacent property. 
h. No chicken enclosure shall be located closer than forty (40) feet to any residential structure on another person’s property. 
i. All chicken enclosures must be kept in a sanitary condition and free from offensive odors to neighboring properties and pre-

vent conditions that are unsafe or unsanitary. The chicken enclosure must be cleaned on a regular basis to prevent the accumu-
lation of waste.  

j. All chicken enclosures shall be constructed or repaired to prevent rats, mice, or other rodents from being harbored underneath, 
within, or within the walls of the enclosure.  All feed and other items associated with keeping of chickens that are likely to 
attract or to become infested with or infected by rats, mice, or other rodents shall be protected so as to prevent rats, mice, or 
other rodents from gaining access to or coming into contact with the food and other associated items. 

k. Eggs produced by licensed chickens may be sold by the license holder, subject to compliance with § 152.060 Home Oc-
cupations., of the City Code of Ordinances, zoning and land use.  

l. Selling backyard eggs requires a Nebraska Egg Number form the Nebraska Department of Agriculture. Labels shall include the 
seller’s name, address, and the Nebraska Egg Code Number.  

m. A person who has been issued a license freely and voluntarily consents to a search and examination of the chicken enclosure in 
his/her rear yard upon demand by any law enforcement officer or Code Enforcement Officer.   

n. Any chicken running at large on any of the public ways or upon the property of another within the city when caught by the 
Code Enforcement Officer or law enforcement officer shall be disposed of. 
 
If any of the above requirements are not complied with, the city may revoke any license granted under this section and/or initi-

ate prosecution of the license holder and/or any other person violating the Code. Violations are misdemeanors punishable 


