ORDINANCE NO. 09-25
OF
THE CITY OF AUBURN, NEMAHA COUNTY, NEBRASKA

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF AUBURN, NEMAHA COUNTY, NEBRASKA;
ESTABLISHING A NEW SECTION WITHIN CHAPTER 98: ANIMALS, “KEEPING OF
CHICKENS”; PROVIDING A CONFLICT RESOLUTION CLAUSE; & PROVIDING
PUBLICATION & AN EFFECTIVE DATE FOR THE ORDINANCE.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
AUBURN, NEBRASKA, AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1. Within CHAPTER 98: ANIMALS, a new section: “Keeping of Chickens”,

“98 040: The keeping of hens and hen bantams (bantams are % to % the size of regular
hens) in residential districts on property consisting of a single-family dwelling is allowed,
subject to the following:

(1) Any person who keeps hens or bantams in the City of Auburn shall obtain a license
from the city prior to acquiring the hens or bantams. Application shall be made to city
hall, and fee of ten dollars ($10.00) shall apply. Hereinafter “hens” and “hen bantams”
may be referenced collectively as “chickens.”

(2) Licenses are valid for the calendar year and shall expire and become invalid on
December 315t each year; prorating the fee is not allowed. A person who wishes to
continue keeping hens or hen bantams shall obtained a new license on or before
January 1%t. Application for a new license shall be pursuant to the administrative
procedures and requirements that are applicable at the time of application.

(3) A person who keeps or houses hens or bantams on her/his property shall comply with
the following requirements:

a.

b.

No more than four (4) hens and/or hen bantams may be kept on any one (1

single-family residence.

The principal use of the property shall be a single-family dwelling, and the
license applicant shall be the owner of the property.

No person shall keep any rooster or a chicken which has developed the rooster-
like quality of crowing or making crowing-like sounds.

d. No person shall slaughter chickens.

The chickens shall be provided with a covered, secure, predator-proof enclosure
or coop (hereinafter, “chicken enclosure”) that is well-ventilated and designed
to be easily accessed for cleaning. Chickens must be kept in the chicken
enclosure at all times. Such chicken enclosure shall contain at least four (4)
square feet of floor area per chicken, and the chicken enclosure shall provide
at least ten (10) square feet of open area per chicken; no chicken enclosure shall
exceed one hundred twenty (120) square feet of floor area or exceed seven )
feet in height.

A person shall not keep chickens in any location on the property other than in
the chicken enclosure in the rear yard. For purposes of this section “rear yard”
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means that portion of the lot enclosed by the property’s rear lot line and the
side lot lines to the points where the side lot lines intersect with an imaginary
line established by the rear of the dwelling and extending to the side boundary
line.

g. No chicken enclosure shall be located closer than ten (10) feet to any property
line of an adjacent property.

h. No chicken enclosure shall be located closer than forty (40) feet to any
residential structure on another person’s property.

i All chicken enclosures must be kept in a sanitary condition and free from
offensive odors to neighboring properties and prevent conditions that are
unsafe or unsanitary. The chicken enclosure must be cleaned on a regular basis
to prevent the accumulation of waste.

j.  All chicken enclosures shall be constructed or repaired to prevent rats, mice,
or other rodents from being harbored underneath, within, or within the walls
of the enclosure.

k. All feed and other items associated with keeping of chickens that are likely to
attract or to become infested with or infected by rats, mice, or other rodents
shall be protected so as to prevent rats, mice, or other rodents from gaining
access to or coming into contact with the food and other associated items.

1. Eggs produced by licensed chickens may be sold by the license holder, subject
to compliance with § 152.060 Home Occupations., of the City Code of
Ordinances, zoning and land use.

m. Selling backyard eggs requires a Nebraska Egg Number form the Nebraska
Department of Agriculture. Labels shall include the seller’s name, address, and
the Nebraska Egg Code Number.

n. A person who has been issued a license freely and voluntarily consents to a
search and examination of the chicken enclosure in his/her rear yard upon
demand by any law enforcement officer or Code Enforcement Officer.

o. Any chicken running at large on any of the public ways or upon the property
of another within the city when caught by the Code Enforcement Officer or law
enforcement officer shall be disposed of.

(4) If any of the above requirements are not complied with, the city may revoke any
license granted under this section and/or initiate prosecution of the license holder
and/or any other person violating the Code. Violations are misdemeanors punishable
by § 10.99 of the City Code of Ordinances.

(5) HOAs may impose stricter limits.

SECTION 2. Any conflicting provisions in the City of Auburn Code of Ordinances are
hereby repealed All other provisions within shall remain in full force and effect except as

revised herein.

SECTION 3. Effective Date. This ordinance shall be in full force and effect fifteen (15)
days after its passage. The City Clerk is directed to effectuate the publishing of this
Ordinance for at least one (1) week in a newspaper in general circulation with the City of
Auburn, NE, which publication must take place within fifteen (15) days of the passage of this
Ordinance by the City Council. The City Clerk shall cause this Ordinance to be published in
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book or pamphlet form. This Ordinance shall have the same force and effect as though it had
been published at large. A copy of said Ordinance shall be filed for use and examination by

the public in the office of the City Clerk.

SUSPEND FIRST READING 5-12-25

READINGS

(3/4 VOTE) SECOND READING 6-9-25
THIRD READING 7-14-25

PASSED AND APPROVED THIS 14TH DAY OF July 2025 AS FOLLOWS:

Tom Clark (Ward 1) Aye:_ _ Nay: X Absent: Abstain’___
Shawn Clark (Ward 1) Aye: X Nay:__ Absent:_ Abstain:

Brian Lavigne (Ward 2) Aye: X Nay:_______ Absent: Abstain:

Rick Janssen (Ward 2) Aye:__ Nay' X Absent:___ Abstain:
Nathan Seitz (Ward 3) Aye: X Nay:_ __ Absent’_ Abstain®
Johnny Curtwright (Ward 3) Aye: X Nay:_ Absent: _ Abstaini__

Chris Erickson, Mayor
(Tiebreaker vote) Aye:
(Mayor votes as Council only

As needed on a tiebreaker)

Nay:

ATTESTED:
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Shexiry Hékett, Municipal Cler ,

/s/ Angelo M. Ligouri 05/08/2025
City Attorney Date




